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<FONT FACE=\"Times New Roman\" SIZE=\"3\">\"would seem to embrace the whole human fam- <BR>ily, and if they were used in a similar instru- <BR>ment at this day they would be so understood.\"<BR>But the writers of that instrument had not, he<BR>said, intended to include men of the African race,<BR>who were at that time regarded as not forming any<BR>part of the people. Therefore — strange logic! —<BR>these men of the revolutionary era who treated<BR>negroes actually as citizens having full equal rights<BR>did not understand the meaning of their own words,<BR>which could be comprehended only after three-<BR>quarters of a century when, forsooth, equal rights<BR>had been denied to all persons of African descent.<BR>The ruling of the Court in the Dred Scott case<BR>came at a time when Northern people had a better<BR>idea of the spirit and teachings of the founders of<BR>the Republic regarding the slavery question than<BR>any generation before or since has had. The cam- <BR>paign that had just closed had been characterized<BR>by a high order of discussion, and it was also em- <BR>phatically a reading campaign. The new Republi- <BR>can party planted itself squarely on the principles<BR>enunciated by Thomas Jefferson, the reputed<BR>founder of the old Republican party. They went<BR>back to the policy of the fathers, whose words on<BR>the subject of slavery they eagerly read. From</FONT><BR>\
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